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Abstract

The author is a speech-language pathologist at a dental clinic that opened a pediatric speech and language department in
May 2023. We investigated the characteristics of children visiting the pediatric speech and language department. The most
common age at the time of consultation was three years, with 70% between three and six years of age. Most (60%) of the
patients were consulted by the clinic’s dental staff, which may have influenced the results. Half of the patients had errors of
articulation and phonology as their chief complaint, and 20% were older than seven years. This suggests that the role of a
speech-language pathologist at a dental clinic is to deal with articulation and phonological disorders during infancy and

after commencing school. However, since articulation is generally acquired by four years of age, it is necessary to establish
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an early intervention system to help children acquire articulation by preschool age. The presence of speech-language

pathologists in dental clinics was considered significant because, compared to assessments of the speech-language

pathologist, evaluations by dental staff using the Oral Dysfunction Checklist only identified half of the children with

incorrect articulation. Our findings confirm that many children with disorders were being missed. Concerningly, few

speech-language pathologists work in dental clinics. A research report on speech-language pathology in dental clinics is

needed to raise awareness of this important issue.
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